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Guidance Notes for Bovine Fallen Stock Sampling Sites 

 
 
 
This document contains useful information and reminders for cattle fallen stock 
brainstem samplers  
 
It is meant to be helpful – so please contact me if you have any suggestions for 
addition. 
 
All forms and documents mentioned or attached in the appendices will be either sent 
to you or be available on the Animal Health website. 
 
 
 
Content 
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Overview of Fallen Stock Testing 
 
 
The UK has been testing fallen stock since 2001.  
 
From January 2009 all cattle older than 48 months which die on farm must have their 
brainstem sampled and tested for BSE. 
 
All cattle fallen stock samples are tested at the Veterinary Laboratories Agency at 
Newcastle. The test used to screen samples is the BioRad TeSeE ELISA. The test 
has a three day turn around from the day of receipt at the laboratory. 
 
Following the age change in January we are estimating that 170,000 animals will be 
tested in 2009 under this scheme. 
 
Animal Health will approve and monitor all sampling sites. 
 
MLC will cease "supervising" the sampling process at existing sampling sites on or 
before the 31st March 2009. 
 
AHVLA will provide the following: 

o a testing service 
o sampling training – retraining as appropriate to approved fallen stock sampling 

sites and over 48 month abattoirs 
o technical advice – age queries, unrecoverable carcase reports  
o supply of necessary consumable items to approved fallen stock sampling 

sites  
o free sample postal or courier service to the testing laboratory 
o monitor sample conditions 
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Submission of carcase for sampling 
 
Cattle owners should organise the collection and disposal of all over 48 month 
animals. Owners are responsible for payment of this service. 
 
Age enquiries should be directed to the AHVLA Newcastle helpline service. 
 
If there is any doubt whether to sample and test – the general rule is “if in doubt – 
send for testing” This way animals that should be tested will not be missed. It has 
been agreed that all samples taken in good faith will be paid for.  
 
Any animal that is deemed by the owner to be unrecoverable must be reported to the 
AHVLA enquiry line. Data on unrecoverable animals will be monitored by Animal 
Health. Any inaccurate reporting will be acted on. 
 

Helpline – age enquiries and unrecoverable reports:  08456011367 
 
 
Submission Form 
Instead of an FSCA1 form (currently used) the sampling site will no be using the new 
FSCA2 fallen stock submission form - this should have all the animal details on - plus 
plant details etc. The form can be pre populated (using the downloadable version) – 
with sampling site etc – to reduce the number of boxes to complete for each carcase. 
 
See appendix 1 
 
 
One of the paired barcodes is placed onto the form in the box on the bottom right. 
The other pair is stuck to the sample pot. 
The cattle movement card should be attached to the front of the form. This allows 
easier booking in of the two barcodes at the testing laboratory. 
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Sampling 
 
Sampling training will be provided by AHVLA on request by Animal Health. 
 
Cascade training by an approved sampler is allowed. 
 
All training (AHVLA or cascade) must be recorded on appropriate training record 
forms. To provide evidence of approved samplers.  Animal Health expect to see 
documented evidence of training. 
  
See appendix 2 
 
Most damage is caused to the sample by not controlling the spinal cord end of the 
brainstem when entering the spoon (1) or entering the spoon at too shallow an angle 
(2). 
 
See diagrams below and Appendix 7 
 
 
1) The brain is pushed into the cavity and the resulting sample is cut too short 

 
 
 
2) The spoon is at too shallow an angle – it slices off a piece of the brainstem – this 
piece often contains the target site for testing 
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One of the barcode pairs is attached to a box on the form the other onto the pot 
 
Autolysed (rotten) samples 
 
All brain samples can be tested despite how autolysed they are. If there is no 
structure to the brain that can be recognised, please fill the pot about a third to half 
full with the brain material. 
 
Ear sampling 
   
Animal Health will require a piece of ear to be removed (a “V” shaped notch of skin 
enclosing the ear tag), and placed in a clean plastic bag. 
 
See diagram below 
 
All individual ear samples in bags from the same days collection should be then 
bagged together in another clean bag – this should be labelled with the days date 
before being stored in a fridge or freezer. 
 
The samples must be retained on site for one week after the matching brain sample 
has been sent for testing. 
 
Why? Animal Health will be taking random ear samples on their visits to site – these 
will be sent for DNA analysis to ensure that the site is placing the correct brain into 
the correctly labelled pot. 
 
Also, the corresponding ear sample will be requested for any brain sample that tests 
positive. On receipt of this instruction – the site will be requested to retain ALL ear 
samples until notified by Animal Health. 
 
If for any reason ear tags are missing any identifying information must be written 
down and placed in a separate clean bag with the ear tag. All untagged animals must 
be sampled unless there is evidence to suggest that the animal is clearly under 48 
months of age. 
 
If there is any miss match of brain against ear tag – further action will be taken 
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Consumable items 
 
 
Please do not over order consumable items. 
 
 
Ordering 
All ordering must be linked to the throughput of the site. We have given some 
guidance on the back of the order form which allows for approximately a 3 month 
order.  
 
See appendix 3 & 4 
 
All orders will now be sent to AHVLA Newcastle. 
 
AHVLA will adjust all orders as they feel appropriate on the basis of known 
throughput of the site and the known levels of consumables previously ordered. 
 
 
Forms 
There will be an electronic version of the sample form available also for use – if this 
version is used sites must ensure that copies are retained 
 
 
Packaging 
 
There will eventually be three packaging sorts available 
 
 Small Bio bottles (up to 2 samples) 
 Medium Bio boxes (up to 6 samples) 
 Large Bio boxes (up to 40 samples) 
 
 
Spoons 
Disposable plastic spoons must be used for all fallen stock. Metal spoons, air or 
water extraction methods can not be used. 
 
Spoons should break if used correctly – please apply minimal pressure. Although 
AHVLA will normally supply blue spoons to sites, others can be supplied from time to 
time. 
 
 
Pots 
A common cause of complaints from the testing laboratory is if the tops of pots have 
not been screwed on correctly. This can lead to leakage during transit – making the 
packaging difficult to handle: contaminated packaging has to be sent for specialist 
burning rather than being recycled. 
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Forceps 
A pair of forceps is provided for each head – as with spoons these must be treated 
as clinical waste.  
 
 
Ear sample bags 
AHVLA will supply a polythene bag for storage of individual ear samples. These must 
be stored together as per days collection. 
 
 
Barcode labels 
Each site will be supplied with paired rolls of barcodes – each label has a prefix that 
relates specifically to each site – the following numbers will be sequential. One label 
is attached to the pot whilst its partner is attached to the submission form. Barcodes 
identify your site for payment purposes 
 
 
Leg Tags 
Leg tags are attached on farm to all carcases over 48 months. In the event of there 
being a loss of ear tags – this would be recorded along with farm details on t he ear 
sample bag. 
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Despatch of samples 
 
AHVLA will be responsible for the costs of transport of samples. This will be either by 
courier, Royal Mail or drop off at local AHVLA Regional Lab. 
 
The sampling site is responsible for having the sample box packed correctly and 
ready for despatch. 
 
See Appendix 5  
 
 
Sites sampling on a less frequent basis may have either a limited collection service 
or be requested to send packages through the postal service on a twice weekly 
basis. In these circumstances – samples will need to be stored in a refrigerator 
before despatch. 
 
Any samples not sent on a Friday should be retained in a refrigerator until the 
following week and despatched Monday or Tuesday. 
 
Once samples have been despatched, sites should inform AHVLA Newcastle by 
Faxing a Notification of Samples Sent form. 
 
See Appendix 6 
 
 
Payment for sampling 
 
Sampling payments will be organised monthly and based on the number of samples 
tested at AHVLA by the last day of the calendar month. 
 
Due to the time taken for both delivery and testing – some sampling will go across to 
the following months payment. 
 
Sites will need to have completed the payment details form and sent it to AHVLA. 
 
 
Further information 
 
We would encourage all sampling sites to look at relevant pages on the AHVLA 
website for further information.  
 
http://vla.defra.gov.uk/science/sci_tse.htm 
 
Any other queries should be directed through the technical helpline at AHVLA 
Newcastle on 0845 6011367. 
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Appendix 1 – FSCA 2 submission form 
 

 
 
http://vla.defra.gov.uk/services/docs/ser_fallen_stock_FSCA2.pdf 
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Appendix 2 – Cascade Training Form 
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http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalhealth/publications/ABP/CascadeTrainingForm.pdf 
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Appendix 3 – Consumable Order Form 
 

 
 
http://vla.defra.gov.uk/services/docs/ser_fallen_stock_TS5902.pdf 
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Appendix 4 – Consumable Guidance 
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Appendix 5 – Box Packing Guide 
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Appendix 6 - Notification of Samples Sent form 
 

 
 
http://vla.defra.gov.uk/services/docs/ser_fallen_stock_fax.pdf 
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Appendix 7 – Cattle Brainstem Sample Quality Guide 
 

 


